BIBLE FOUNDATIONS LESSON NO. 6

PRAISE AND PRAYER

Jesus came to restore the relationship man once had with God before Adam sinned. Through prayer, we enter
into this fellowship with our mind and spirit. Our desire for communication with God on a daily basis is pleasing to Him,
and such daily communication will help us to grow in spiritual maturity. As we pray, we begin by praising God for all
His wonderful works and His goodness to each of us. Hebrews 13:15 says, "By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of
praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name." When we enter into prayer,
thanksgiving and praise should flow as a natural part of our personal worship. The Holy Spirit aids our prayer life, and in
Romans 8:26 we read, "...for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself (himself) maketh
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered." Matthew 18:18 tells us that there is power in prayer to bind
and loose, and in verse 19 we read that if two shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done
for them of the Father which is in heaven.

Sometimes we may not feel like praising and worshiping God—the heavens may seem as brass, as in
Deuteronomy 28:23—but then we must remember that praise is a sacrifice (Jeremiah 17:26). We can't receive the good
things of God for our lives and for our families until we sacrifice our own time, for Matthew 7:7 tells us to ask, seek and
knock. Throughout God's Word, we see that prayer and praise are linked together, as in Psalm 100:4, where we are told to
"Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise..." God is willing to answer our prayers, for we
read in 1 John 3:22, "And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things
that are pleasing in his sight." We will be strengthened and encouraged in our lives if we take time for prayer and praise
daily.

MEMORY VERSE: John 4:23

PRAISE
1. We should enter into God's presence with and (Ps. 100:4)

2. Write out John 9:31:

3. How is praise described in Hebrews 13:15?

4. Who should praise the Lord? (a) (Psalm 150:6) -
(b) (Psalm 22:23) —
5. What should we put on in place of the spirit of heaviness? (Isa. 61:3)

6. Instead of worrying, we should (Phil. 4:6)
7. How often should we bless and praise the Lord, as stated in the following Scriptures?

(a) Psalm 34:1 - (c) Psalm 71:6 —

(b) Psalm 70:4 - (d) Psalm 72:15 -

8. Why should we praise the Lord, as indicated in the following Scriptures?
(a) Psalm 150:2 —

(b) Psalm 106:1 -
9. What is the warning given in Jeremiah 13:15-16 to those who would not praise and glorify God?

10. How many times are the words *“sing praises” written in Psalm 47?
—over —



Lesson #6, cont.
PRAYER IS A COMMANDMENT

11 . What does Luke 18:1 tell us regarding prayer?

12. What does Christ say about prayer in Matthew 26:417?

13. What will prayer keep us from? (Matt. 26:41)

14. What did the apostles give themselves to, and how often? (Acts 6:4)

15. What are Christians told to do in 1 Thessalonians 5:17?

16. Colossians 4:2 tells us to continue in what?

17. How often should we pray, according to Ephesians 6:18 & 1 Thess. 5:17?
18. 1 Tim 2:1-2 tells us to pray first for whom?

HINDRANCES TO PRAYER

19. What are the hindrances to prayer stated in the following Scriptures?

(a) Psalm 66:18 — (c) James 4:3 —
(b) James 1:6-7 — (d) 1 Peter 3:7 —

20. Name two improper mental attitudes listed in 1 Timothy 2:8 concerning prayer.
(a) (b)

IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER

21. What three things give us a good prayer life, according to James 4:8?

(a) (b) (c)
22. We should pray to whom and in what name? (John 14:13, Matt. 6:9)

23. We enter into the holy presence of God by the of the high (Heb. 10:19-22)

24. How did David describe prayer as it goes up before God? (Psalm 141:2)

25. What will move God to forgive our sin and heal our land? (2 Chron. 7:14)

26. What is God looking for, according to Ezekiel 22:30?

27. In James 5:16-18, (a) how did Elias pray? and (b) what happened?

28. \(/é\ll)hen we do not know how to pray as we ought, Who(r?e)lps us pray? (Rom. 8:26-27, 1 Cor. 14:14-18)
29. (a) What powerful method of prayer is mentioned in Job 22:28?

(b) What sometimes needs to be added to our deliverance prayers? (Mark 9:29)

30. What kind of power does Jesus give to His church in Matthew 16:19 and 18:18?



PRAISE

|. CHOICE - lIsa. 61:1-3, Jer. 13:15 & 17,
Ps. 149:4, 22:8, 22:3, Prov. 8:31

II. SACRIFICE - Jer. 17:26, Heb. 13:15, Rom. 12:1-2

Il. HEART QP - Mark 12:30, Ez. 33:31, Matt. 15:8-9,
John 4:23-24

IV. THANKSGIVING - Ps. 95:1-3 & 4-6, Luke 17:12-19
V. JOY, PRAISE & WORSHIP - Ps. 100:1-5

VI. IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES - Job 1:20,
Ps. 34:1, Eph. 5:19-20

VII. GIVES VICTORY IN BATTLES - Il Chron. 20:20-23

VIIl. ALL CREATION PRAISES HIM - | Tim. 2:8,
Luke 19:37-40, Ps. 148, 149, 150, 71:14

IX. OUR FUTURE - Rev. 5:6-14, 7:9-12, 15:2-4, 19:1-9



PRAYER

. CONCORDANCE MEANING - TALK, WALK, [YOKE]
WHO? WHEN? WHAT? HOW? WHY? WHERE?

[I. WHEN, WHERE, HOW OFTEN? Ps.55:17, Dan. 6:10,
Luke 18:1, Acts 6:4, | Chron. 16:11, | Thess. 5:17

ll. HOW, WHAT, WHY? LORD'S PRAYER
Matt. 6:5-13, John 16:24

IV. FOR WHOM [1ST]? | Tim. 2:1-2, Il Chron. 7:14

V. CHURCH TO BE A HOUSE OF PRAYER!
Isa. 56:7, Matt. 21:13

VI. HINDERANCES [REMOVE FOR SUCCESS]
Ps. 66:18 & Isa. 59:1-2, Prov. 1:23-29, Mark 11:25-26,
James 1:6-8, James 4:3 & 8, | Peter 3:7, Dan. 10:12-13

VIl. MORE GUIDANCE FOR SUCCESS! {WALK, TALK, YOKED]
James 4:8 -
James 5:16 -
Heb. 10:19 -
John 9:31 -

John 15:7 -

| John 3:22 -

| John 5:14-15 -
Jer. 29:13 -

Mark 11:22 & 24 -
Luke 11:1-13 -
Luke 18:1-8 -

VIIl. SUPER WEAPONS!!!
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MORE GUIDANCE FOR A SUCCESSFUL PRAYER LIFE
{WALK, TALK, YOKED}

1. What three things give a person a good prayer life? James 4:8

2. What kind of prayer produces great results? James 5:16

3. Can we boldly enter into His presence? Hebrews 10:19 (Psalm 100:4)

4. What three things must we do if we want our prayers heard?  John 9:31

5. What two conditions are required to received answered prayer? John 15:7

a b.
6. We can receive whatsoever we ask if----- | John 3:22
a b.

7. What is the importance of knowing His will? | John 5:14-15
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hypocrites, well did Esaias proph-
esy of you, saying, This people draweth
nigh unto me with their mouth, and
honoureth me vuth the:r lips; but thelr
1 want to talk to you about mental dis-
tractions during prayer and worslnp —_
especially in the house of God. Jesus
called people hypocrites who came into

His presence mouthing words of praise.

but whose minds and hearts were preoc-
cupied. He spoke directly to them, saying,
“You give Me your mouth and your lips —
but your mind is somewhere else. Your
heart is nowhere near Me!”

What about you? Most likely, you are
present in God’s house for an hour every
week. So, your body is in church — but
where is your mind? Your mouth says, “I
- ~rship You, Lord” — but is your heart a

~_usand miles away? Where do your
“houghts take you during worship and
praise?

Does your mind become drawn to per-
sonal or family problems? Do you be-
come preoccupied with a business matter
that’s been hounding you? How distracted
do you get during that hour in church as
the congregation draws near to God’s maj-
esty?

You may answer, “Everything my mind
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A Message About Hypocntlcal Worshlp

By David Wilkerson

may have been in the sanctuary — but
their hearts could have been anywhere else
in creation.

We Have Not Even Begun
ToUnderstand How
Seriously God Takes This
Matter of Worship—and
How We Are to Draw Nigh
Unto Him!

Jt is not a light thing to come into
God’s house! If you attend a church where
people are merely playing games — where
the pastor delivers a short sermonette, ea-

10-30-1995

The Bible warns against hasty, rash
worship: “Be not rash with thy mouth,
and let not thine heart be hasty to utter
any thing before God: for God is in

heaven, and thou upon earth...” (Ecclesi-
astes 5:2). We are not to_utter anything in
the Lord’s presence without dur heart and
soul in it.

= Yet what a babble of praises Christians
pour out — so little of it connected to our
hearts! What a river of thoughtless halle-
lujahs and songs are mouthed by people
whose thoughts ramble away like wild
horses. Beloved, that is taking the Lord’s
name in vain! And “...the Lord will not

——focuses-on-is -God’s-business—I-eere-for ——ger-to~get-it-over-with——then-the -devil——heold -him guiltless-that taketh his name -

my family, and I do my work as unto Him.
So my thoughts aren’t evil. They’re fo-
cused on my calling and my obligations. I
just come to church with so much on my
mind. That can’t be so bad.”

Yet, keep in mind that the people Jesus
addressed were worshipers who had “drawn
nigh unto Him” — believers who had gath-
ered in God’s name to worship corpo-
rately. Jesus said they honored Him with
their words. Maybe they even raised their
hands and praised loudly. Indeed, what He
A=scribes sounds like great, forceful wor-

D
~~" But where was their mind, their heart,

as they worshiped Him? If they were dis-.

tracted in thought, then their worship was

_hypocritical — worthless! Their bodies

probably doesn’t bother with you. But if
you go to a church where people are set
on worship — a place God has blessed
with the anointing of His Spirit — it is
absolutely dangerous to come into His

presence lightly!

“Then Moses said unto Aaron, This
is it that the Lord spake, saying, I will
be sanctified in them that come nigh
me, and before all the people I will be
glorified...” (Leviticus 10:3).

The Lord had said to Moses, “I will not
be treated as an ordinary person! If you’re
going to enter into My presence, you must
come before Me sanctified. All who ap-
proach My holiness must do so with care-
fulness and thoughtfulness — bec_auseﬁof

My glory and majesty!”

in vain” (Exodus 20:7).

In the Old Testament, the least flip-
pancy in worship was severely judged. God
quickly punished those who were careless
in approaching His presence:

e In Leviticus 10, Aaron’s two sons,
Nadab and Abihu, went into God’s pres-
ence nonchalantly. They did their temple
duties by rote, with no awe or respect for
the things of God. In fact, they didn’t even
think the Lord would take notice if they
rushed into His presence offering strange
fire. So they hurried in, anxious to get
back to their fornication outside the tab-
ernacle:

“And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of
Aaron, took either of them his censer,
and put fire therein, and put incense




thereon, and offered strange fire before
the Lord, which he commanded them
not. And there went out fire from the
Lord, and devoured them, and they died
before the Lord” (Leviticus 10:1-2).

God slew them on the spot! He was
saying, in essence, “I’'m going to show
every church age, every future child of
Mine, that My people must be sanctified
when they draw near to Me!”

oy was struck dead when he took
lightly the ark of God, which represented
the Lord’s presence. He thought it was no
big deal to reach out his hand and steady
the ark to keep it from falling. But God
judged his irreverence on the spot — and
Uzzah died immediately!

® The Bethshemites also approached
the ark without reverence. Bethshema was
a Levitical town, where the people had a
pnestly background. They knew God’s
commands respecting the ark. Yet, rather
than showing an awe and respect for it,
they were merely curious about it.

The Canaanites had just returned the
ark, because so many people in Canaan
had died. And now the Bethshemites said,
“We’ve heard all about the ark. But what’s
it like inside?” Someone lifted off the
wercy seat and peered in. People then must
have [ined up for hours to get a peek inside
the ark — because Scripture says 50,070
of them died! God slew them all because
they took the ark lightly, not honoring the
majesty of His

Afterward, someone said, “Who can
approach this holy God?” And that is ex-
actly what God wanted — a hol
the people’s hearts, so they wouldn’t take
His presence lightly!

. If you were to. walk into_St.. Peter’s |-

[ Cathedral here in New York City, you
" would hear a holy hush. Yet in many evan-
gelical churches on Sunday morning, you
hear only babbling as you walk in. Be-
loved, we need to enter God’s holy place
~ with a reverent heart!

" The Puritans spent all day Saturday
preparing for Sunday worship services. It
was a holy thing for them to go into God’s
house, and they took care to sanctify and
purge themselves before the Lord. They
prayed, “Oh God, don’t let me walk into

1

Your house loosely!

You may answer, “But this is a day of
grace. God doesn’t slay irreverent wor-
shipers in His presence today.” The truth

is, God’s judgment is far greater today.
Careless worshipers aMsFuTn{—

ally — and it is a slaying unto death!

You see, the more irreverence for God’s
presence creeps into your heart, the less
reverence you practice. And that irrever-
ence only increases, until eventually you
approach God’s presence with total
thoughtlessness and carelessness. It all
leads to spiritual death!

You may think your thoughts are be-
yond judgment. But God looks upon and
listens to the heart: “For the word of God
is...a_discerner of the thoughts and in-
tents of the heart....all things are naked
and opened unto the eyes of him with

whom we have to do” (Hebhrews 4:12:13).

We Are Commanded to
Worship God in Spiritand
InTruth!

Would you dare walk into church on
Sunday morning carrying a straw dummy,
set it down in your favorite seat, then go
home and watch TV? Preposterous, you
say? A mockery?

If your heart is not engaged in worship
— if your mind is not present, your
thoughts not captive to the obedience of
Christ — you might as well put a straw
man in your seat. At least it’s more honest
than coming into God’s house with no
mind and heart!

kind of blasphemy would it have

been for the Levites to fill their censers
with sulphur i of sweet-smelling in-

B AN
cense? Yet, that is exactly what we Chris-
tians do! We bring into God’s presence
sulphur-filled censers — that is, minds
which are filled with all kinds of sinful,
proud, out-of-control thoughts, and we al-

low them to ramble freely. What horrible.

sin——to attempt to worship with our minds
captivated by the spirit of this world!
Christians are now in such a hurry they
don’t even want to get out of their cars.
Some churches offer drive-in worship,

where people can roll down their windows

and listen to a service through a speaker.
Other Christians don’t even get out of bed
to go to church. Pastor Smiling Sam brings
his soothing message right into their bed-
room, on TV!

How will these people stand before the
judgment seat of Christ and answer His
coramand: “Not forsaking the assembling
of ourselves together, as the manner of
some is; but exhorting one another: and
so much the more, as ye see the day
approaching” (Hebrews 10:25). How can

such believers say they love Jesus, and yet
not want to be with God’s people?

On the other hand, literally millions of
so-called Christians gather for an hour ev-
ery Sunday morning for what is called
“worship service.” Thousands of choirs
voice praises to God, with instruments blar-
ing, soloists singing, songbooks flipping
open, congregants praising,

= Yet, much of this so-called worship
j never gets past the rafte the rafters! Instead, it falls
flat on the ground — unheard, unaccepted,
; a total loss. Why? It’s because people’s
5 minds are on football games, sports, tele-
vision. Wives fret about their Sunday roast.
! Their lips and mouths speak praises — but
! their hearts are far from Jesus!
I Indeed, many worshipers are diseased
with what I call “spiritual madness.” Mad-
ness is a disarray of mind — wildly fluctu-
ating thoughts, short interest spans, no con-
sistent chain of thought. And, similarly,
“gpiritual madness” is marked by roving,
frenzied thoughts, the mind making trips
around the world — all the while the mouth
worships and the lips sing praises. That is
spiritual madness in the sight of God!
Try sitting for one hour in the Oval
{ Office of the President the same way you-
ﬁdo in the Lord’s presence. Stare up at the
iceiling, gaze out the window, sigh, let your
'mind wander, slouch in your seat, close
your eyes and lay your head back, Within
iminutes the President would buzz his sec-
retary and say, “Get this character out of
my presence! What’s he doing here?”
| “Ye said also, Behold, what a weari-
pess it is! and ye have snuffed at it [that
is, sighed and taken heavy breaths], saith
the Lord of hosts...thus ye brought an

- offering:. shM&MOJour

hand? saith the Lord....offer it now unto
thy governor; will he be pleased with
ithee, or accept thy person? saith the
Lord of hosts” (Malachi 1:13, 8).

~* God is saying, “Try to treat your gov-
ernor the way you treat Me. Act in front of
some well-known person the same way
you act before Me. See if either of them
accepts your behavior!”

God does not accept weak, boring, half-

hearted w ip! e re_e{s'on man
power, excitement and zeal is because they
have no intimacy with Jesus at home. Those

who have learned to worship and focus on
Jesus privately don’t need a pastor to pump
them up when they come into God’s house.
“They bring, their own fire — a fire ignited




in the secret closet of prayer!
True worshipers can’t wait to get to
church, to praise the Lord among God’s
ople. Nobody has to lure them with con-
rts, entertainment, hype. Yet most
churches today are run like airline compa-
nies offering “frequent flyer mileage™:
Come to church every Sunday and pile up
free points. Earn double bonus points for
midweek service. Earn triple bonus points
for prayer meeting. Beloved, this hype only
inhibits true worship! :
All of this has to do with prayer as
well. So often when we approach God’s
throne, we quickly become distracted in
the holy place. We pray wonderful words,
our lips move — but soon we realize our
mind is somewhere else. Such distracted

praying is unacceptable — a waste of time!

Think about it: When the soul departs
the body, all that remains is a dead car-
cass. And so it is with prayer and worship:

~When your mind departs from your pray-
ing, all that’s left is a worthless carcass.
Your prayers have no life!

Does God bless and honor those who
merely show up in His house? Not if we’ve
left our mind somewhere else! We don’t
~at “spiritual credit” just for planting our

Jy in a pew. Our bodily presence is of

“Yio value if we show up drowsy, distracted,
half asleep It’s as if we expect God to hear
prayers we don’t even hear as we pray
them! We want Him to accept worship we
don’t even remember offering.

Why are we so distracted in worship
and prayer? Let me give you some rea-
sons:

1. We Fail to B g Evel:y
OMML
Our minds have a natural tendency to
wander and drift. Often we can’t sleep
because we’re unable to shut down the
barrage of thoughts that invades our minds.
It happens to students in school; they can’t

keep their minds on the lessons. I call
these “unwilling distractions.”

As I sat in church during worship re- .-

cently, I was flooded with invading
thoughts — thoughts of ministry, my next
sermon, church finances, the need for more
ce. These are all important things. But
“=fny mind was totally distracted from wor-
shiping the Lord. I had to fight off these
things and keep bringing my thoughts into

captivity!

It g wars

‘us — thoughts of business, family, prob-

When God communed with Abraham
and made covenant with him, Abraham
killed five animals and laid them out as a
sacrifice. Scripture says that “...when the
fowls came down upon the carcases,
Abram drove them away” esis 15:11).
That is exactly what happens to us during
worship! Thoughts fly down on us like
bothersome birds, interfering with our in-
timacy, trying to devour our sacrifice. And,
like Abraham, we need to drive them all
a

Yet there are also “voluntary distrac-
tions.” This is when a person allows his
thoughts to drift in and out. Sometimes he
is focused on worship — but most of the
time he allows other thoughts to intrude.
He praises only in spurts because his mind
drifts in and out of the service. Eventually |
this person will lose all focus — and he’ll
end up out of it completely!

Every time I shut myself in to pray,
within ten minutes my thoughts begin to
run off in all directions. I hear my mouth
worshiping the Lord, but my mind is com-
pletely on something else. I try fighting
off the flood of thoughts, but even more
come pouring in. And so it is with me in
God’s house. I can be praising the Lord,
full of love for Jesus — and suddenly my
mind begins chasing after some other mat-
ter.

That is the flesh wanting our attention!
our spirit. Our
wandering thoughts aren’t always of the
devil. Sometimes they simply crowd in on

lems, dlﬁiculncs But they must always be
br: into captivity — because we are

w1th our worshlp It mirud&s crymg, Look
at you — you’re too tired! Your eyes are
closing. Don’t give the Lord such a weak
offering. Go to bed now. You can pray
later when you’re more alert.”

But if we allow the flesh to have its
way, we’ll never pray! We are commanded

to the to stand up against it.
And so we have to keep bringing Jesus

back into focus. We are to keep our mind
centered on Him. And soon God’s fire will
fall on our ho ifice!

2. There Are Satanic
Distractions!

“And he shewed me Jos
priest standing before the angel of the

Lord, and Satan standing at his right

hand to resist him” (Zechariah 3:1). Satan
will resist every true worshiper who draws
near to God!

James instructs: “...Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to
God...” (James 4:7-8). James presupposes that
when you ‘draw near to God, you are going
to be attacked by the enemy. So he warns,
“First, fight Satan — put up all your resis-
tance — because when you worship with

all your mind and soul, he’s always going
© oppost and dfsﬁ;;ou!”

Satan’s chief work is to hinder prayer
and corrupt pure worship — especially in
those who are seripus about following
Jesus. Whenever the Holy Spirit moves in
Times Square Church — when all minds
are focused on the Lord, and He is receiv-

ing puge, unadulterated worship — Satan
uses everything in g in his power to try to dis-
rupt it! fﬁ, AL

A few weeks ago, a demon-possessed
man sat down in the front row. And right
at the peak of worship — just when the
glory of the Lord was manifesting in great
power and authority — this man went into
a demonic frenzy. Six of our workers had
to remove him — and he actually bit sev-
eral of them as they carried him out.

(We didn’t know at the time whether
this man had AIDS. We feared for our
workers, because medical experts recently
proved that a person had contracted AIDS
through a human bite. We prayed as the
demoniac was tested — and thank God,
the tests were negative.)

Half an hour later, the demoniac didn’t
even remember what he had done. Satan
had tried to distract us from what God was

it de not work'

A few months ago, a man got up in the
middle of our service, went outside, picked
up a garbage can and smashed it into a car
windshield. Then he calmly walked back
into church and sat down. The police had
to come into our meeting and take the man
out!

These distractions happen all the time.
Demon-possessed street people walk in,
take a seat and fall aslecp. But just as our
worship begins and the Lord begins to
receive our praises, the devil wakes these
people up. They begin cursing, making a
scene — trying to disrupt!

Satan will do anything to disrupt pure,
dedicated worship — because he fears it!
He’ll shoot subtle darts into your mind,




injecting all kinds of unfinished business.

He’ll replay every problem, every worry,
every failure of the past week. And he’ll
play on your emotions, replaying images
a your mind like a motion-picture ma-
chine. He’ll whisper:

“How can you worship, you hypocrite?
You sinned yesterday! You’re a phony.
You can’t raise your hands and praise the
Lord, because you’re unworthy. Others
around you live in victory. But you’re the
only one who's failing God!”

Satan wants you to be a despairing,
defeated believer — so wrapped up in your
problems, so distracted by the cares of life,
you cannot worship God with all your
heart and mind. But beloved, you must
hear this Word again: God looks at yeur

Lot
G20 .

Are you repentant, full of godly sor-
row? Have you run to Jesus for cleansing?
Have you called on the Holy Spirit for
help? If so, then resist the devil’s lies! Lift
your hands and worship your Savior. Don’t
be distracted!

3. Finally, I Want to Talk
About Those Who Have
Gone Beyond Distraction
In the Holy Place —to a
Condition of Total Neglect
Of the Lord!

“Can a maid forget her orpaments,
or a bride her attire? yet my people
have forgotten me days without num-
ber” (Jeremiah 2:32).

Oh, how this passage frightens me! I
quote this verse whenever [ miss my daily
time of prayer because of busyness. It al-

—ways-drives me-back-to-the-secret place;—

crying, “Oh Lord, I don’t want to forget
You!”

This verse is even more frightening
when we consider the context of the pas-
sage. God is saying to His people, “I

planted you as a noble vine, a wholly right
seed. You started right, and you had My
touch. You once were holiness unto Me,
and I blessed you. But now you have for-
saken Me! You don’t worship Me any-
more. You have foraken the fountain of
Living Water!”

“...thy backslidings shall reprove

thee...it is an evil thing and bitter, that

thou hast forsaken the Lord thy Ged,

and that my fear is not in thee...thou are
turned into the degenerate plant of a

strange vine unto me...How canst thou
say, I am not polluted...for (you) have
turned (your) back unto me... In vain
have I smitten your children; they re-
ceived no correction...my people have
forgotten me days without number”
(Jeremiah 2:19-32). ' ‘

God’s people were no longer going to
His house to worship Him. They had be-
come lazy about the things of God, having
forgotten all His blessings and judgments
on them. They neglected Him for days on
end, pursuing their own pleasures. And,
worst of all, they said, “...I am innocent...I
have not sinned” (verse 35).

Many people who think they are saved
are going to miss heaven, because their
distraction has turned to neglect: “How
shall we escape, if we neglect so great
salvation...” (Hebrews 2:3). Neglect here in
Greek means “carelessness.” This verse
speaks of those who allow the Word of
God to drift from them!

If you don’t worship God with all your
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to God in full assurance of faith? (verse
22).

3. Do you hold fast to Him, without
wavering? (verse 23).

4. Do you assemble together with

! other believers? Or have you forsaken

‘assembling with the saints? (verse 25).

You say you are saved, that you love
Jesus. So I must ask you: Do you worship
Him daily, with all your heart — in Spirit
and in truth, wjth no distractions? Do you
dig into the Word of God as if your life
depends on it? Or do you go for days
without opening your Bible, without pray-
ing to Him in your secret closet?

God wants us to know that His house
is a house of worship. And we are going to
be judged by how we value worship and
how we approach His presence. We are
not merely to sit and drink in; we are to
bring a sacrifice! We are to set aside all
flesh and cry, “Lord, I’'m here to burn as a

living sacrifice for You. I give You my

hands, my voice, my thoughts — every-
thing, Jesus. Consume me as a sacrifice of
praise to You!” — -

That’s the kind of praise God inhabits.
So when you come into God’s house this
week, raise your hands and say, “Oh Jesus,

' I’m not where I should be — but I love

You! Cleanse me, sanctify me. Give me
clean hands and a pure heart. And don’t let
the devil touch my mind! Put a wall of fire
around my thoughts. And let me bring the
offering of a focused, full-minded praise
unto You!”

mind and heart, little by little neglect will
creep in — and you’ll begin to worship
merely out of habit. Yet, how will you
escape the Lord’s judgment? How will
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CFestyourselPby God’s Word:

1. Do you come boldly and regularly
| into the holiest by the blood of Jesus?
(Hebrews 10:19).

2. Do you consistently draw nearer

God won’t allow you to sit in your seat
anymore and let your mind wander. He
loves you — and He knows the power that
pure worship releases in your spirit. It

! 1 RS

than any giant. It pulls down every wall
and every stronghold — because it makes
you a pure-hearted, single-minded wor-
shiper of Him! Hallelujah!
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