
BIBLE FOUNDATIONS LESSON NO. 7 
 

PROSPERITY 
 

 One of the many great characteristics of Jesus Christ is unselfishness. In John 6:38 He said,  “...I came down 
from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me."  An important way for us to practice 
unselfishness is in our giving to God.  We are told in Malachi 3:10-11 to bring our tithes and offerings to God's house 
and ". . .prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.  And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and 
he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground..."   God promises to bless and prosper those who put their trust in Him 
and faithfully tithe. 

 Tithing is one of God's fundamental principles.  The tithe, which is the tenth of one's income,  should be 
given cheerfully and not grudgingly (2 Cor. 9:7).  As we seek to put God first in our lives, He promises to add all 
things unto us (Matt. 6:33).  When we give of ourselves—our time, talent, and  money - we find a greater fulfillment 
in Christ, for we read in Luke 6:38, ''Give, and it shall be given unto you, good measure, pressed down, and shaken 
together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom.  For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall 
be measured to you again."  Our motive in giving to God must be based on our love of God and our desire to be 
obedient to His Word.  He, in turn, desires to bless us in every area of our lives. 
 
MEMORY VERSE: Matthew 6:33 
 
TRUST IN GOD 
 
1. What two things does Matthew 6:33 tell Christians to seek first? 
 
    (a)       (b)  
 
2. When Christians seek the Lord first, as in Matthew 6:33, what does He promise to add to us? 
 
3. What happens to those who trust in the Lord?  (Psalm 125:1) 
 
4. What resulted when Hezekiah, Solomon & Uzziah sought and served God with all their hearts?  (1 Chron. 22:13, 

2 Chron. 26:5, 31:21, 32:30) 
 
5. What three things will God do for those who walk uprightly?  (Psalm 84:11) 
 
     (a)     (b)     (c) 
 
6. What three things must we do to receive the desires of our heart?  (Psalm 37:4-5) 
 
     (a)     (b)     (c) 
 
7. To be blessed, what five admonitions [3 negative, 2 positive] are we given in Psalm 1:1-3? 
      
     (a)     (b)     (c) 
 
     (d)     (e) 
 
8. According to Ps. 34:10, they that seek the Lord shall _________________________________________________. 
 
9. According to Psalm 35:27, the Lord takes pleasure in ________________________________________________. 
 
10. What is the wish expressed in 3 John 2 (It reflects God's desire toward us)? 

– over – 



Lesson #7, cont. 
 
TRUSTING IN AND HONORING GOD THROUGH TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
11. What does Malachi 3:10 tell us we can do to prove (test) the Lord? 
 
12. When we prove the Lord according to Malachi 3:10-11, what does He promise to do for us? 
 
13. Israel robbed God by not giving ______________________ and __________________________  (Mal. 3:8) 
 
14. As a result of robbing God, what happened to Israel?  (Mal. 3:9) 
 
15. What should be our attitude when we give?  (2 Cor. 9:7) 
 
16. If we sow sparingly, what will happen?  (2 Cor. 9:6 & Luke 6:38) 
 
17. In Paul's exhortation in 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 everyone was to give according to what measure? 
 
18. With what should we honor the Lord?  (Prov. 3:9) 
 
19. To whom does the tithe belong?  (Lev. 27:30) 
 
TITHING – GOD'S PRlNClPLE, EVEN BEFORE THE LAW 
 
20. What did Abram (Abraham) give to God's priest, Melchizedek?  (Gen. 14:18-20) 
 
21. Who is our high priest after the order of Melchizedek? (Heb. 5:5-6, 6:20 and all of Heb. 7) 
 
22. What did God do for Abraham?  (Gen. 24:1) 
 
23. What five things did Jacob want God to do for him?  (Gen. 28:20-21 ) 
 
 (a)     (b)     (c) 
 
 (d)     (e) 
 
24. What did Jacob promise to give back to God?  (Gen. 28:22) 
 
25. Why did Joseph prosper? (Gen. 39:2) 
 
DANGERS OF PROSPERITY OR COVETEOUSNESS 
 
26. What chokes the Word (what do the thorns represent) in Luke 8:5-15 or Mark 4:1-25? 
 
27. What does Psalm 62:10 say about the increase of riches? 
 
28. What two things happened to those who coveted after money, according to 1 Timothy 6:10? 
 
       (a)       (b) 
 
29. When God prospers us, of what should we beware? (Deut. 8:10-14) 
 
30. What are the three commands to those who are rich in 1 Tim 6:17?  



*Matt. 6:19-20, 24-33, *Matt. 4:4

I.   PROVISION - Ps. 34:10, 2 Cor. 9:8,
Phil. 4:6-7, Ps. 37:25, 2 Peter 1:3, 4a

1. Israel/Wilderness - *Deut. 8:2-4, 10-18
     Examples 2. Prophets - 1 Kings 17:4-6, 9-16, 2 Kings 4:1-7, 3:15-20

3. Jesus - Matt. 2:11, Luke 8:1-3
4. Disciples - Matt. 17:27

II.  THE LAW OF PROSPERITY - Defined in Hebrew & Greek
*Rom. 8:15-18, *3 John 1:2, Ps. 35:27
O.T. Examples
 *Deut. 28:1-6, 11-13, Job 36:11   
 *Ps. 1:1-3, Ps. 122:6 

III.  DANGERS OF PROSPERITY - COVETOUSNESS
Ez. 28:16, Matt. 4:8-10, Eph. 5:3-5, 2 Tim. 3:1-5
1 Cor. 6:9-10, *Rev. 3:14-22

EAR HEAR HEART

Hosea 13:6b

MAJOR SPIRIT IN AMERICA

Solomon's Wisdom from Proverbs & Ecclesiastes
Ecc. 2:8, 2:10, 5:10, 5:13, 5:19, 12:13
Prov. 30:8, 13:7, 1:32 - "The prosperity of fools"

*Luke 12:15-21   Parable of the Rich Fool

PROSPERITY
                                                                    



*Luke 8:5-15 & 18 - choked by riches 
 Heb. 13:5 - be content, Ps. 62:10  
*1 Tim 6:6-11 [17+19], GODLY CONTENTMENT

IV.TITHES [& OFFERINGS] - Gen. 14:18-20, 28:20-22, 33:11, Matt. 10:10,
Lev. 27:30, *Prov. 3:9-10 
*Mal. 3:8-11 PROVE GOD - DON'T ROB GOD!
Isa. 5:52
TITHE $, TIME, TALENTS, EVERYTHING
*2 Cor. 9:5-10, *1 Chron 29:2, 3, 6, 9-17

V. GOD OWNS EVERYTHING - WE OWE HIM EVERYTHING
Haggai 2:8, Ps. 24:1, Deut. 8:18,
1 Cor. 4:7, Jer. 29:23-24

VI. INVESTMENT IN HEAVEN
*Matt. 6:19-21, Luke 6:38 

STEWARDSHIP (handout)

               of  Gold - or God

BEWARE OF COVETOUSNESS



Christ is either LORD of  ALL  
or He is not LORD at ALL. 



God’s Provision 

 

GOD 
 

 
 

YOU  



God’s Prosperity 

GOD 
 
 

YOU 
 

 



Tithes & Offerings 

GOD 
 
 

 
YOU 

 

 
 
Y 



Stewardship 

GOD 
 
 

YOU 
 



STEWARDSHIP 
A Higher Way of Thinking 

 
Christ is either Lord of all or he is not Lord at all. 
 
 
Definitions:   
 
A.  Hebrew 4943 - to hold or possess, partnership. 
B.  Hebrew 376 - mighty champion, soldier, valiant. 
C.  Hebrew 1129 - builder, to make repairs, set up. 
D.  Hebrew 1121 - ben = son or grandson (David ben Gurion, Ben Hur - son of 
Hur) - adopted son (Rom. 8), relationship, anointed one, appointed one, branch, 
worthy servant. 
 
Quick Examples:  
 
Gen. 15:2 - Abraham asked God if his steward Eliezer should be his son/heir.  The 
answer was no.  However, in Gen. 24 Eliezer was instructed to find a bride for 
Abraham's son Isaac, and he was sent out with much of Abraham's wealth – 10 
camels loaded with gold and jewels to obtain a bride.  Eliezer proved himself to be 
faithful, wise, discerning, and a man who worships God and had Abraham's heart. 
 
Gen. 39:3 - Joseph 

• Ex. 1 - Joseph, steward in Potiphar's house, "Potiphar saw that the Lord 
made all that Joseph did to prosper."  6 - grace, goodly person, faithful (not 
lie with his wife), 9 - not kept back anything of his household,  

• Ex. 2 - steward, overseer of the prison. Gen. 39:22 - "He committed to 
Joseph's hands all his prisoners." 

• Ex. 3 - Gen. 42 - Pharaoh's #2 man - steward of all Egypt, gathers and 
collects wealth of Egypt.  He gathered and collected the wealth of Egypt for  
seven years.  Joseph had a vision to save his family.  

• Ex. 4 - Gen. 43-44 - Joseph's steward helped him carry out his master's plan 
with his brothers. 

 
*Luke 12:41-48 -  Parable of the Faithful and Unfaithful Steward - "41 Then Peter 
said unto him, Lord, speakest thou this parable unto us, or even to all? 42 And the 
Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his lord shall make 
ruler over his household, to give them their portion of meat in due season? 43 



Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. 44 Of a 
truth I say unto you, that he will make him ruler over all that he hath. 45 But and if 
that servant say in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming [more on this in Lesson 
10 on the Rapture]; and shall begin to beat the menservants and maidens, and to 
eat and drink, and to be drunken; 46 The lord of that servant will come in a day 
when he looketh not for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him 
in sunder, and will appoint him his portion with the unbelievers. 47 And that 
servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did 
according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 48 But he that knew not, 
and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto 
whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to whom men have 
committed much, of him they will ask the more." 
 
Matt. 25:14-30 - parable of the talents 
Luke 19:12-26 - parable of the pounds 
Luke 16:1-13 - parable of the unjust steward. 
 
Soldiers' and Servants' Mentality: 
• No longer his own master - orders from above 
• Leave everything behind 
• All food, clothes, uniforms given to him (provision) 
• After many years of service or life, future rewards 
• New family and friends 
• The house isn't yours, you live in his home 
• Your life isn't yours - you serve the master 
• Watch (how and when to serve) 
• Work (in lowliness of mind) 
• Eat his food and wear the uniform (provision) 
• To improve the master's kingdom and not your own 
• Loyalty, friendship and kinship with the master is developed 
• Control and protect the master's wealth and kingdom 
• When the master is out of the house/country, make sure his household runs 

smoothly and prospers 
 
For a full sermon on Stewardship, go to the Bethel web site and look up Wed., Jan. 
14, 2008 by Chuck Mummert. 



HINDRANCES TO PROSPERITY 
 
Reasons for Spiritual Hindrances 
 
1. Not seeking God first 
2. No faith or expectation – claim your prosperity 
3. Not tithing 
4. Covetousness 
5. Spiritual attack or test – Job 
 
Natural Hindrances 
 
1. Life’s normal economic cycles 

• Low income youth – lack of experience or education, part-time jobs 
• Middle age income rises due to experience and education 
• Normal end of career wealth peak 
• Retirement and old age – declining savings and wealth 

 
2.  Natural earth catastrophes 

• Climate zones and cycles (floods, droughts, hurricanes, tornadoes) 
• Examples – drought forced Abraham, Joseph, Jews to Egypt 
• Sometimes it is God’s judgment in cutting off rain, etc. 
• U.S. “dust bowl” years 

• Earth’s many danger zones – earthquakes, volcanoes, tsunamis 
• Don’t blame God if you pick a dangerous area in which to live! 

 
3. Sickness, diseases, plagues 

• Some regions of the world are more prone to such ravages (equatorial 
latitudes especially) 

• Sickness can occur anywhere and can devastate one’s prosperity 
• Claim God’s covering and healing 

 
4. Individual wrong lifestyles and choices 
 Examples – drugs, alcohol, gluttony, divorce, promiscuity, lack of education or 
work ethic, attitudes and sins of many types, etc. 
 
  



5. Wars and genocidal destruction 
• Some areas of the world have historically been devastating to live in. 

• Examples – Europe in the last century and now “the arc of instability” – 
Africa and the Middle East around the Indian Ocean 

• There are many biblical examples of wars being God’s judgment 
 
6. Government – taxes, regulations, and economic decisions 

• Many depressions that the U.S. has suffered have been government caused 
• Example – the Great Depression was caused by high government tariffs 

and the Federal Reserve Bank’s horrible mistakes. 
• Higher taxes always take wealth away from our prosperity 
• Proverbs 29:2 – “When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice, 

but when the wicked rule, the people mourn.”  God wanted His people to be 
ruled by His prophets, but the people wanted a king like other countries to 
rule them; God warned them that over time the result would be oppressive 
taxes and the enslavement of their children to the government. 

• Today many of our people don’t want to be ruled by God’s laws, so we also 
bring economic oppression on ourselves as a country. 

 
7. The welfare net often acts like a spider web or a mouse trap; it often causes a 
person to keep one’s income low, not work at all, or have a multitude of children 
so that welfare continues. The “protestant hard work ethic” is destroyed, and one 
lives at subsistence level and reliant on government or others’ charity. 
 
 
 
Outline summary from sermon, What Are the Hindrances of Prosperity,” Jan. 9, 
2013 by Chuck Mummert 


















	Fndn -- Lesson 7 Prestudy
	Fndn -- Lesson 7 Boards
	Sheet1

	Stewardship Slides
	Christ is either LORD of ALL �or He is not LORD at ALL.
	God’s Provision
	God’s Prosperity
	Tithes & Offerings
	Stewardship

	Fndn -- Lesson 7 - Stewardship Handout
	Fndn -- Lesson 7 -- Hindrances to Prosperity
	Fndn-L7-God's Abundance-1-1
	Fndn-L7-God's Abundance-1-2
	Fndn-L7-God's Abundance-1-3
	Fndn-L7-God's Abundance-1-4
	Fndn-L7-God's Abundance-2-1
	Fndn-L7-God's Abundance-2-2
	Fndn-L7-God's Abundance-2-3
	Fndn-L7-God's Abundance-2-4

